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M NUTES OF SPECI AL MEETI NG,
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, SCHOOL
DI STRI CT #225, COOK COUNTY,
I LLINO' S, MAY 11, 2003

A special neeting of the Board of Education, School District
No. 225 was held on Sunday, WMy 11, 2003, at approxinately
7:35 p.m at denbrook South H gh School, 4000 W Lake Avenue,
d enview, pursuant to due notice of all nenbers and the public.

The president called the nmeeting to order. Upon calling of
the roll, the follow ng nmenbers answered present: Boron, Rogal,
Shaer, Shein, Torf. Absent : Babb, Matsakis. M. Matsakis
arrived at approximately 7:50 p.m Also present: Dill-Varga,

Freenman, Hal es, Lacivita, Lanz, R ggle, Smth.

Dr. Hales welconed the visitors to this special neeting. He
acknowl edged the strong enotions and opinions that exist for
students, parents, and school enployees regarding the incident
fromlast Sunday and the inpact on the school and community. He
informed the audience that it was the policy for the Board to
allow for public coment, but that this was not the forumto take
guestions fromthe press. He explained that this was a business
neeting of the Board. Dr. Hales indicated that a news conference
woul d be held at 1:00 p.m at the District Ofice on Mnday, My
12, 2003 and that a regularly scheduled Board neeting would be
held that sane evening in the Lyceum at d enbrook South at 7:30
p. m

He indicated that at this evening' s special Board neeting
t he adm nistration would be reconmendi ng policy changes to adjust
Board procedures to allow for additional flexibility in dealing
with student disciplinary matters.

Ms. Rogal read a statenent on behalf of the Board that
expressed the Board’'s shock and outrage over the shaneful acts
commtted by students who attend our school. She expressed
sadness that the actions of a few had so negatively inpacted the
other nearly 2000 students in the school and the entire
Nort hbrook comrunity. She stated that the Board condenns the
horrific incident which occurred in the Cook County Forest
Preserve on Sunday, May 4, 2003. She stated that in addition to
the nunerous prograns already in place in the school and
comunity of Northbrook, the Board would pursue additional and
alternative nethods of intervention and various neans to stem
intolerable behaviors, beginning with Dr. Riggle's call to
convene a comunity wde task force once the school’s
i nvestigation was conpleted. She stated that the Board’ s support
and respect for the entire G enbrook North administration and
staff, especially Dr. Riggle, its principal. She went on to say
that the comunity was proud of denbrook North before this
incident and remains proud of d enbrook North. Ms. Rogal said
that now is the time for the comunity of Northbrook and
d enbrook North High School to start healing and nove on.
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Ms. Rogal remnded the audience that this was a working
Board neeting and that it was the policy of the Board to not
respond to the comments and questions nmade by the public at the
nmeeti ng.

Ms. Rogal read a statenment from absent Board nenber
M. Babb who stated that he would need to recuse hinself from
Board discussions and decisions regarding policies, procedures,
and discipline that may result in reference to the May 4, 2003
i nci dent . He stated that he knew several of the students who
were spectators at the event and could not be totally objective
in the decisions the Board m ght have to render in this case.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR THI S MEETI NG

Motion by Ms. Torf, seconded M. Shaer, to approve the
agenda for this neeting.

Upon calling of the roll:
aye: Boron, Rogal, Shaer, Shein, Torf
nay: none

Mbtion carri ed.

M. Matsakis arrived at approximately 7:50 p. m

M's. Rogal recognized nmenbers of the audi ence who wi shed to
address the Board. Rebecca Stern, student at G enbrook North,
spoke on behalf of the student |eaders at G enbrook North. She
related that sonme | eaders felt they had di sappointed the school
and community through their unfortunate choice to attend this
event as observers. She acknow edged their enbarrassnment but
wi shed to reiterate that G enbrook North is a great high school.
She rel ated that nmenbers of the Senior C ass Board the Student
Associ ati on Executive Board were beginning to devise plans to
unite the school. She acknow edged that even though no student
| eaders participated in the activities, they had a responsibility
to be | eaders.

Ki m Parks, parent of a d enbrook North student and al uma,
expressed her disappointnent in the school’s |ack of
communi cation about the incident to the parents of its students.
She hoped that in future the school would remedy this.

DI SCUSSI ON REGARDI NG THE SUSPENS|I ON OF PROVI SI ONS OF BOARD
POLI CY: POLI CY DEVELOPMENT (2040)

Dr. Hal es recomended that the Board in accordance with its
policy on Policy Devel opnment, (2040), suspend the rules of
Section H concerning policy adoption. He indicated that this
section required the Board discuss a policy revision at one
nmeeting and then adopt it at a subsequent neeting. He
recommended this suspension so that the Board coul d adopt needed
changes to its policies this evening. After discussion the Board
took the follow ng action.
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ACTI ON REGARDI NG THE SUSPENSI ON OF PROVI SI ONS OF BOARD
POLI CY: PCOLI CY DEVELOPMENT (2040)

Motion by M. Shaer, seconded by Ms. Torf to approve the
suspension of the rules of Section Hin Board Policy: Policy
Devel opnent (2040), in accordance with Section N of that sane
policy which allows the Board to suspend Section H

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Boron, Matsakis, Rogal, Shaer, Shein, Torf,

nay: none

Mbtion carri ed.

Note: See attached agenda item #5

Dl SCUSSI ON REGARDI NG REVI SI ON OF BOARD POLI Cl ES:  STUDENT
SUSPENSI ONS (8120) AND MAJOR DI SCI PLI NARY PROBLEMS (8140)

Dr. Hal es asked the Board to consider revising Board
policies: Student Suspensions (8120) and Major Disciplinary
Problens (8140). He clarified that the revisions nodified the
procedures for processing suspensions and expul sions. Dr. Hal es
said that the state law allows the Board to appoint a hearing
exam ner to hear appeals, but Board policy needs to include
specific language to allow for that.

After discussion the Board took the follow ng action.

ACTI ON TO REVI SE BOARD POLI CY AND PROCEDURES: STUDENT
SUSPENSI ONS (18120)

Motion by M. Boron, seconded by M. Matsakis, to approve
the revisions to Board policy 8120 by the addition of the
foll owi ng statenent to Section D of the policy, “In extraordi nary
situations the Board nmay appoint a hearing officer to hear the
case and render a witten recommendation to the Board.”

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Matsakis, Rogal, Shaer, Shein, Torf, Boron

nay: none

Mbtion carri ed.

Not e: See attached agenda item #5

Dr. Hal es recommended the addition of the sane | anguage to
policy 8140, Section B for the sanme reasons. The Board then took
the foll owi ng action.
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ACTI ON TO REVI SE BOARD POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES: MAJOR
DI SCI PLI NARY PROBLEMS, SECTION B (8140)

Motion by Ms. Torf, seconded by M. Boron, to approve the
revision to Board policy Major Disciplinary Problens (8140) by
the addition of the follow ng statenent to Section B of the
Policy: “In extraordinary situations the Board may appoint a
hearing officer to hear the case and render a witten
recomendation to the Board.”

Upon calling of the roll:
aye: Matsakis, Rogal, Shaer, Shein, Torf, Boron
nay: none

Mbtion carri ed.

Dr. Hales recommended the addition of the sane | anguage to
policy 8140, Section C for the same reasons. The Board then took
the follow ng action.

ACTI ON TO REVI SE BOARD POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES: MAJOR
DI SCI PLI NARY PROBLEMS SECTI ON C (8140)

Motion by M. Boron, seconded by M. Shein, to approve the
revision to Board policy Major Disciplinary Problens (8140) by
the addition of the follow ng statenent to Section C of the
policy: “In extraordinary situations the Board may appoint a
hearing officer to hear the case and render a witten
recomendation to the Board.”

Upon calling of the roll:
aye: Matsakis, Rogal, Shaer, Shein, Torf, Boron
nay: none

Mbtion carri ed.

Not e: See agenda item #5.

M's. Rogal asked for a notion to go into closed session.
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MOTI ON TO MOVE | NTO CLOSED SESSI ON

Motion by M. Matsakis, seconded by M. Shaer, to nove into

cl osed session at approxinmately 8:30 p.m to consider student
disciplinary matters; and to consider litigation which has been
filed and is pending or is probable or inmmnent (Sections 2 (c)
(9) and (11) of the Open Meetings Act).

Upon calling of the roll:
aye: Rogal, Shaer, Shein, Torf, Boron, Matsakis
nay: none

Mbtion carri ed.

The Board returned to open session at approxi mately
p. m

ADJ OURNIVENT

Motion by M. Matsakis, seconded by M. Boron, to adjourn

the neeting at approximtely 9:35 p. m

Upon call for a vote on the notion, all present voted aye.*

Mbtion carri ed.

* Means Boron, Matsakis, Rogal, Shaer, Shein, and Torf
all voted aye.

CERTI FI ED TO BE CORRECT:

PRESI DENT - BOARD OF EDUCATI ON

SECRETARY - BOARD OF EDUCATI ON

NEXT REGULAR MEETI NG May 12, 2003 d enbr ook Adm n. Bl dg.

7:30 P. M 1835 Landwehr Road
denview Illinois



